Date:

November 23, 2009

To:

The Entire Continuum Health Partners Community

From:

Gail F. Donovan



Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer

Subject:
Visitor Restriction During 2009 – 2010 Influenza Season
As the 2009 influenza pandemic continues, the New York State and New York City Departments of Health have encouraged hospitals to implement specific guidelines to decrease the likelihood of seasonal influenza and H1N1 transmission to vulnerable hospitalized patients. The Continuum hospitals are adopting the following joint DOH recommendations while these viruses circulate in our communities:

· No more than 2 visitors per patient at a time 

· No visitors who are under 12 years of age 

· No visitors who are ill with influenza-like symptoms (which include fever, sore throat, cough, and/or muscle aches) 

· All visitors must wash their hands or use alcohol-based hand sanitizer upon entering and leaving a patient’s room 
We recognize that enforcement of these new regulations will be particularly challenging—and will require the full cooperation of every individual in virtually every department. We also understand that these precautions may inconvenience some visitors and patients. Nevertheless, they are critical to protecting all members of our community. We ask that you communicate this information to your patients and their families and join with your colleagues in supporting these guidelines. These new visiting restrictions also will be enforced through appropriate signage at the entry areas to our facilities and through various other means of communication.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Infection Control Department or the Nurse Manager on a patient’s nursing unit.

Thank you for your cooperation. 

